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(secondo U. Merlin) 

Nel 2002 il Prof. Umberto Merlin ha proposto la seguente stadiazione del cheratocono. A mio parere essa è la 
più pratica dal piano clinico e più corretta su quello funzionale rispetto alla vecchia classificazione di Amsler. 
�66WWDDGGLLRR 66XXEE��&&OOLLQQLLFFRR
•• 00LLUUHH�� UUHHJJRROODDUULL
•• 99LLVVXXVV������������ ��QQDDWWXXUUDDOOLL RR FFRRUUUUHHWWWWLL��
•• 55DDJJJJLLRR 00HHGGLLRR�� XXJJXXDDOOHH RR OOLLHHYYHHPPHHQQWWHH LLQQIIHHUULLRRUUHH DD TTXXHHOOOORR GGHHOOOO¶¶RRFFFFKKLLRR DDGGHHOOIIRR
•• 33DDFFKKLLPPHHWWUULLDD�� QQRRUUPPDDOOHH RR OOLLHHYYHHPPHHQQWWHH LLQQIIHHUULLRRUUHH
•• &&KKHHUUDDWWRRVVFFRRSSLLDD�� HHFFWWDDVVLLDD IIXXRRUULL GGDDOOOODD ]]RRQQDD RRWWWWLLFFDD
,, �� JJUUDDGGRR

•• 00LLUUHH�� OOLLHHYYHHPPHHQQWWHH GGHHIIRRUUPPDDWWHH
•• $$VVVVHH RRIIWWDDOOPPRRPPHHWWUULLFFRR�� RREEOOLLTTXXRR
•• 55DDJJJJLLRR 00HHGGLLRR�� GGLLPPLLQQXXLLWWRR ��LLQQ FFRRQQIIUURRQQWWRR DDOOOO¶¶DDOOWWUURR RRFFFFKKLLRR RR DD YYDDOORRUUHH SSUUHHFFHHGGHHQQWWHH��
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ RRFFFFKKLLDDOOLL�� UULLGGRRWWWWRR
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ //$$&& UULLJJLLGGHH�� RRWWWWLLPPRR
•• 77RRSSRRJJUUDDIILLDD�� HHFFWWDDVVLLDD FFKKHH LLQQWWHHUUHHVVVVDD OODD ]]RRQQDD RRWWWWLLFFDD
,,,,�� JJUUDDGGRR
•• 00LLUUHH�� GGHHIIRRUUPPDDWWHH
•• 55DDJJJJLLRR 00HHGGLLRR�� PPRROOWWRR GGLLPPLLQQXXLLWWRR
•• $$VVVVHH RRIIWWDDOOPPRRPPHHWWUULLFFRR�� RREEOOLLTTXXRR
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ RRFFFFKKLLDDOOLL�� PPRROOWWRR UULLGGRRWWWWRR
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ //$$&& UULLJJLLGGHH�� EEXXRRQQRR
•• &&KKHHUUDDWWRRVVFFRRSSLLDD�� HHFFWWDDVVLLDD QQHHOOOODD ]]RRQQDD RRWWWWLLFFDD
•• &&RRUUQQHHDD�� WWUUDDVVSSDDUUHHQQWWHH��66WWUULLHH GGLL 99RRJJWW�� OOLLHHYYHHPPHHQQWWHH HHFFWWDDVVLLFFDD
•• 33DDFFKKLLPPHHWWUULLDD�� ���������������� PPPP��
,,,,,,�� **UUDDGGRR
•• 00LLUUHH�� PPRROOWWRR GGHHIIRRUUPPDDWWHH
•• 55DDJJJJLLRR 00HHGGLLRR�� PPRROOWWRR GGLLPPLLQQXXLLWWRR
•• $$VVVVHH RRIIWWDDOOPPRRPPHHWWUULLFFRR�� RREEOOLLTTXXRR
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ RRFFFFKKLLDDOOLL�� �� ��������
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ //$$&& UULLJJLLGGHH�� GGLLVVFFUUHHWWRR
•• &&KKHHUUDDWWRRVVFFRRSSLLDD�� HHFFWWDDVVLLDD DDPPSSLLDD GGHHFFHHQQWWUUDDWWDD
•• &&RRUUQQHHDD�� 66WWUULLHH GGLL 99RRJJWW�� HHFFWWDDVVLLDD HHYYLLGGHHQQWWHH�� RRSSDDFFLLWWjj VVWWUURRPPDDOOLL
•• 33DDFFKKLLPPHHWWUULLDD�� ������������������ PPPP��
,,99�� **UUDDGGRR
•• 00LLUUHH�� QQRRQQ GGHHWWHHUUPPLLQQDDEELLOOLL
•• 55DDJJJJLLRR 00HHGGLLRR�� QQRRQQ YYDDOOXXWWDDEELLOOHH
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ RRFFFFKKLLDDOOLL�� �� ��������
•• 99LLVVXXVV FFRRQQ //$$&& UULLJJLLGGHH�� UULLGGRRWWWWRR
•• &&KKHHUUDDWWRRVVFFRRSSLLDD�� HHFFWWDDVVLLDD VVXXEEWWRRWWDDOOHH HH DDOOWWHHUUDDWWDD
•• &&RRUUQQHHDD�� IILLEEUURRVVLL DDSSLLFFDDOOHH�� HHFFWWDDVVLLDD EEHHQQ HHYYLLGGHHQQWWHH�� RRSSDDFFLLWWjj VVWWUURRPPDDOOLL
•• 33DDFFKKLLPPHHWWUULLDD�� ������������������ PPPP��
&&KKHHUUDDWWRRFFRRQQRR FFLLFFDDWWUULL]]LLDDOOHH6RQR�FKHUDWRFRQL�GL�TXDOVLDVL�VWDGLR�FRQ�FLFDWULFL�DSLFDOL��ILEURVL�DSLFDOH��QHOOR�VWURPD�DQFKH�SURIRQGR��6RQR�VXFFHVVLYL��



• DG�LGURSH�
• DG��XOFHUH�VHWWLFKH��EDWWHULFKH�R�YLUDOL���
• D OHVLRQL�PHFFDQLFKH�SURGRWWH�GD�/$&�DSSOLFDWH�SLDWWH�
• D FDWWLYD�LJLHQH�GHO�SRUWDWRUH����
�

Anche in base alla morfologia e alla localizzazione riferendosi all’apice corneale, possiamo descrivere  
�
� &ODVVLILFD]LRQH�LQ�EDVH�DOOD�IRUPD�H�DOOD�ORFDOL]]D]LRQH�GHOO¶HFWDVLD��
�
&/$66,),&$=,21(�025)2/2*,&$�
� ROTONDO 
� OVALE  
� TOTALE (Cheratoglobo)�

68//$�',67$1=$�'(//¶$3,&(�'$/�&(1752�&251($/(� 
� CENTRALE 
� PARACENTRALE 
� PERIFERICO 
� PARALIMBARE (Distrofia Pellucida)�


